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LOCAL SOCCER ROUND-UP

Schoolboys eye
Wigan win on
return to action

BOLTON Under-15s bid to make progress
in the Greater Manchester Schools’
League when they take on Wigan at
Sharples School on Saturday, kick off
10.30am.

The U15s have suffered mixed fortunes in
the league to date with victories against
Manchester, Macclesfield and Trafford and
a couple of defeats against Salford and
Stockport.

The local lads were due to take on rivals
Bury in another Greater Manchester
Schools’ League game last Saturday but
the match was postponed due to a
waterlogged pitch.

Bolton U14s are also in Greater
Manchester Schools’ League action this
weekend when they travel to take on
Wigan’s younger representative side on
Saturday (10.30am).

The youngsters began their league
programme with a 5-1 win against Salford
before suffering a narrow 3-2 reverse
against local rivals Bury in their next
match. Team manager Kieron Walsh will
be hoping his side can make a quick return
to winning ways against a Wigan side who
have suffered a string of league defeats in
recent weeks.

Sisson leaves
Island all at sea

Walney Island 0 Bolton County 3

COUNTY came back from a 200-mile round
trip with three points after an impressive
display.

County survived a torrid opening 10
minutes to take control of the game and,
with Kieran Sisson causing endless
problems, it was no surprise when he
scored with a superb left-foot shot.

Sisson then provided two pin-point corners
for Richard Lewis and Mike Clapperton to
score.

With a 3-0 half time lead and the points
virtually secured, County were content to
sit back in the second half.

But they still wasted at least three goal
chances on their way to completing a fine

Johnson Fold go from

strength to strength

Council estate team aiming for title honours

FORMED to keep local young-
sters out of trouble, Johnson
Fold are gunning for their sec-
ond successive title in the Bolton
Sunday League this season.

The team, which has an average
age of just 20, was formed by Jordan
Hacking and his friend Westley
Tomkinson in 2005 to give a focus to
youths on the Johnson Fold estate.

They finished a creditable sixth in
their inaugural campaign, gained
promotion to Division One last sea-
son and have won five out of five this

by Marc Higginson

They have added a new dimension
to the league, and Hacking, only 20
himself, is pleased with the way
things have progressed for the team
that play their home games at Moss
Bank Park.

“We are doing well on the pitch and
showing that we are not just a bunch
of kids — we are good players,” said
Hacking.

“Twelve of the 18-man squad are
all from the Johnson Fold council
estate and most of us used to play for

reason.

trouble.

“However, that stopped and we
started getting into trouble. We
would go out every Friday and Sat-
urday night and get drunk for no real

“Now we keep it low key at week-
ends because we have a match on
the Sunday. It has given everyone a
focus and something to do.

“We all look forward to playing and
it has stopped people getting into

“We are a council estate team, not
a pub team, and we have up to 40
people supporting us each week. It’s

One of Johnson Fold’s headline
grabbers is 25-year-old striker
Andrew Buckley, who has scored an
amazing 17 goals in five games. The
team also have one of the best disci-
plinary records in the league and
have not lost for 17 matches.

Promotion to the Premier Division
beckons if the lads can hold their
form and Hacking, who plays on the
left wing, said: “It would be great to
go up again.

“We have a lot of games in hand on
the top teams and we are confident
in our ability to get another promo-
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